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Constitution drawn up -which empowered the Emperor to
delegate his Sovereignty to a Statthalter or Governor, who
was to represent the Imperial Chancellor in the internal
affairs of Alsace Lorraine and who was to reside at Strassburg.
The Alsace Lorraine Department of the Imperial Chancellory
in Berlin was abolished and a formal ministry under a Secre-
tary of State with several departments was created instead.
The Statthalter was assisted by a Council of State. The
Province was to be represented in the Bundesrat or Federal
Council by Commissioners but without a vote. The first
Statthalter to be appointed was Field-Marshal von Man-
teuffel, whose conciliatory policy was criticized in Prussia as
being too pro-French. He had permitted natives who had
chosen French nationality and emigrated in accordance with
the Treaty of Frankfort of 1871 to return, home again. His
conciliatoriness, however, did not succeed in overcoming the
hostility of the inhabitants. At his death in 1885 he was
succeeded by Prince Chlodwig Hohenlohe, who governed
with a sterner hand. He removed persons suspected of being
pro-French or anti-German from official billets, dissolved
hostile organisations, banished those whom his predecessor
had permitted to return, and amongst other things he intro-
duced a passport system which proved a great inconvenience.
The result of his measures was to add to the discontent in
the Province.

The Imperial German Chancellor, Herr von Bethmann
Hollweg, who had succeeded Prince Bulow in 1909, had
formed the opinion that no progress could be made in that
part of the Empire until attempts to Prussianise Alsace Lorraine
had been abandoned.1 A new Constitution was granted in
1911. Alsace Lorraine was created a semi-autonomous
Federal State but without political independence, the Emperor
taking the place of an independent Sovereign. The Statt-
halter continued to reside at Strassburg as the Emperor's

1 There had been an idea at one time of partitioning the province between
Bavaria, Baden and Prussia, Alsace to go to Bavaria and Baden, Lorraine to
Prussia, but nothing came of it.
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